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What motivates you to play piano? 

“I grew up in a house where the radio was playing all the time.  My 
father was a music lover and a great singer, I was born in Israel and 
grew up listening to many different types of music. A lot of the music 
was written based on the war that was going on. When I discovered that 
I have the ability to transfer emotions and feelings into sound, it 
motivated me to play the piano. 

It's like looking at a scene or a subject that strikes you, and having the 
ability to translate it into sound that somehow allows me to tell the story 
and play what I am seeing. 

When I was stricken with grief over the loss of a friend I went out and 
purchased a piano, 3 months later  my 1st composition was completed, 
"I will never forget you".  After listening to it over and over, perfecting it 
and memorizing it - I realized that I am a story teller and that I am 
blessed.  

Soon after this I began practicing on the piano, playing other artists 
music in my own style.  I used to try to understand what message the 
composer was trying to convey, it's almost like a mystery because there 
are no words but your mind can translate and paint a picture of what 
you are listening to. Somehow I found the piano as the ultimate 
instrument  to paint in sound.  

As a child I grew up in a house where you would hear classical music 
played all the time, and listening to the greats, Chopin, Beethoven, 
Tchaikovsky, etc.  

‘Why did you have to kill the children’ 

There are many events in a lifetime that we all can associate with. 
personal or global events,  both inspire and motivate me to play the 
piano. For example, when Timothy McVeigh blew up the Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City killing 19 children in their kindergarten 
class, I was motivated to compose a very dramatic piece. "Why did you 
have to kill the children".   

It tells the story of what happened minutes before the bombing.  What I 
tried to convey in my music was the sound of the children playing and 
singing the song "now I learn my ABC's".  In my vision for the piece the 
children were playfully singing this song, and the explosion caused the 
building to tumble onto them, killing them. The song went from "now I 



learn my ABC's" to "why did you have to kill us, all we wanted to do is 
to learn and singing my ABC's".  This song is on my 1st CD named "Why 
did you have to kill the children".  If you listen to the melody carefully 
you will hear the children singing, and you will hear the sound of the 
bomb and the crying of the children singing over and over again, all we 
wanted to do is sing  now I learn my ABC's. 

Earliest memory? 

As a young child I remember sitting in my classroom listening to a piece 
by Bedrich Smetana, where he describes the Moldova river. I realized 
that it sounds just like the Israeli Anthem, and my teacher 
complimented my good ear. One of the most dramatic songs that 
inspired me was Tchaikovsky's Black Swan. 

 Proudest Moment (Career highlight) up to present day? 

Morty Craft a well known music writer/producer was a customer in one 
of my nightclubs in NYC.  I knew he was involved in the music industry 
so I told him that I played the piano and he asked me to call him when I 
got home, I did and I played the piano for him over the phone.  After 
listening to me play, he praised me in disbelief and offered to produce 
me in his music studio.  We completed and recorded my 1st CD on 48 
track digital in one session. 

This CD was well received by my friends and family.  Just holding that 
CD in my hand was one of the greatest moments for me. 

What can you tell me about your 27 years of experience working in New 
York  night life? How did that add to your motivation or love of piano? 

I remember my 1st trip to NY in 1969,I was a cadet on the 
ship,  hundreds of miles before entering into NY waters, I heard the 
song Sweet Caroline playing.  I probably heard that song a thousand 
times.  It was the time when the 1st man landed on the moon, and I said 
to myself - "I love ny". (Image below - pianist Steve Paled) 



 

 

When I came back to NY in 1972 and became friends with club owners 
like Steve Rubel and Sneider of Studio 54,and FiFi, John and 
Maurice owners of  NYNY, RedZone and Bonds.  The desire to be 
become a club owner grew and I felt that this would be the best business 
for me. I loved everything about it, the music, the people, the 
excitement, so I entered the arena building my 1st club Eclipse a 
Dancers Fantasy.   

To bring in the crowd I began booking top records artists. Altogether I 
booked over 400 artists including Madonna, Rebbie Jackson, Gloria 
Gaynor, Village People, Chaka Kan, Donna Summers, Rockers Revenge, 
etc. but at the end of day I came home to my piano and into my own 
world, playing other artists music and composing new songs. 

Noting the crowds’ favourites in my clubs and monitoring billboard 
magazine I was on top of my game listening to the radio stations 247.  I 
decided to bring the crowd their favourite artists live on stage.  To be 
able to do so I found out the Nobbie Walter Agency was the primary 
agency for all the top acts in addition to William Morris Agency.  I 
developed a tremendous relationship and respect from the agents 
because they knew I could literally predict every top act booking them 
weeks and months in advance on my stage at the lowest rate before they 
became number 1 on the billboard chart and on the radio. 

To be able to book Madonna I got in touch with one of my friends a DJ 
named JellyBean who was dating her at the time. He convinced her to 
make an appearance in my club for $500. She performed the song 
Holiday. Eclipse was known not only for the acts but for the special 
effects. One of the great things that Eclipse was known for was a giant 
movie theatre curtain that would open allowing the dancers to get onto 
the dance floor and was closed off behind them 
creating  amazing  acoustically sounded better than any place I'd ever 



heard. 

 I will never forget one particular act Divine, after the show he took me 
to a gay club called The Dome. It was the most spectacular dance club I 
have ever seen since Studio 54.  There were nights when my roof was 
leaking, amplifiers were blown and fights were breaking out, along with 
many obstacles that club owners had to deal with.  But at the end of the 
day - my salvation was my piano.  All the stress and all the dilemma 
were gone the minute my hand touched the piano.  It allowed me to 
escape into my own world. 

'No lessons' 

"I never took a lesson in my life, and the desire to purchase a 
piano and teach myself how to play came to me one day after a 
tragic event. All my compositions are based on real life events 
that you can relate to with your own personal 
experience." (website quote) 

What was the tragic event you talk about? And how has being a pianist 
and composer helped you overcome hard times in your life? 

It was about 11’oclock at night, the year was 1974, I was in Manhattan 
working as a manager in a club when I received a distressed call from 
my wife telling me that my friend TeBee who was also my employer was 
in his office drunk and he had a gun in his hand, threatening to kill 
himself. I immediately got into my car and drove to his office on Long 
Island. I remember driving crazy speeding and doing everything 
humanly possible to get to him. However when I got there, there was an 
ambulance and the police and I discovered that I was too late. He had 
shot himself. I followed the ambulance to the hospital where he was 
pronounced dead. This event shook me and tore me to pieces. 

 The next day I made up my mind to buy a piano, which I did. It was a 
baby grand piano, I don’t remember the brand but it was my first piano 
ever. The only thing I knew is how to tap with my fingers and make 
sounds following other people’s music. I sat down for hours and hours, 
day in and day out and something which I cannot explain began to form 
in front of me. I decided to put together a composition that would 
describe what was going on. The weather was storming just to add in 
more sadness to the time of this horrible experience. Little by little, note 
by note, sound by sound, it was building to what I have named it. "I will 
never forget you".  All I have to say is that it becomes better as the years 
pass by perfecting it. The one thing that I have noticed is that it still 
shakes me till today to sit and play it.  That piece was later discovered by 
friends whom I played to and it touched them deeply, including 
strangers. This is my story and the beginning of playing the piano I 
didn't know that it was a classical new age piece. 



'Real life events'  

In 2000 I was going through a divorce that literally killed me 
emotionally. It was about a fight for a legal joint custody of my 
daughter.  This is when the new CD was born, "The Land of Broken 
Dreams", with a special tribute to my daughter which I named "Every 
time I close my eyes I see your face". 

There is no question that I am a pianist that composes music from real 
life events.  I can play by ear hundreds of other artists’ music, but there 
is nothing compared to the ability to sit down behind the piano and 
compose a piece that will have your signature and a totally new piece of 
music.  How difficult was teaching yourself piano? How elite do you find 
the piano world? 

Playing the piano is something you have to discover by devoting an 
enormous amount of time, and I think it has to do with your love of 
music.  This is not something that you can have control over, I believe it 
has to do with a tremendous passion and a gift to be able to do so.  

As I discover other piano musicians like Jennifer Thomas and Valentina 
Lisatsa, you have to take a look at yourself in the mirror and ask yourself 
“can I consider myself a piano player?” I'm talking about these 2 
because if you see them play the piano their techniques, their body 
movements, their motions and the sound come into one play, knowing 
that they developed all of this from the age of 3 or 4 years old and that 
they have been taught by the best in the world.  and To consider myself 
a piano player is becoming harder and harder as I discover all of 
this talent. 

I do have many people complimenting and encouraging me who have 
listened to my music, and recognized my uniqueness. But my gosh - 
there is a lot of good talent out there that deserves all the recognition 
that this industry can give.   

I am planning to compose 2 more CDs in the coming months.  One 
original named "A moment in time", where I am freezing 8 moment , 
and another CD which is Part 1 of me playing my favourites of other 
artists music.” 

“The beautiful album, "The Land of Broken Dreams," by Stave Paled is 
brimming with delicate and dreamy New Age piano compositions. 
Paled takes his melodies and embeds them with relaxing and genuine 
heartfelt qualities which stirs your emotions with warm and inviting 
sincerity. He charms the listener with his crisp and soothing piano as 
he gracefully performs with a polished style and grace.” – Radio Indy 
Review. 
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