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Motivation 

It's inside me. I could not do anything else than playing the piano, it's a 
true vocation. Music is a part of me. To be more specific, my will to 
share works I love is really strong and I need to express my views on 
these works: the best way I found to achieve this is performing and 
teaching through master-classes. 

 "Structures  and colours" 

I don't have one favourite composer, but I have a core of composers I 
really love. I would say I have a particular interest for structures and 
colours, and I tend to feel very close to composers having the same 
interests than me, like Debussy, Nono, Lachenmann, Messiaen or 
Boulez for instance. I think it's difficult for a musician to have one 
favourite work or one favourite composer. As for me, I discover new 
music every day, I acquire a better understanding on certain concepts 
every day, so I feel more or less close to certain composers every day. 

"Crazy"   

I remember me playing on an imaginary keyboard on my desk at school: 
I was playing my own inner music, or the greatest hits of the piano 
literature, and naturally it was always an outstanding interpretation! I 
was having real fun doing this despite the fact that my classmates were 
thinking I was crazy. I still do it but not for fun anymore, just for 
practice purposes, and I'm sure my neighbours on planes or trains think 
I'm crazy ... 

Proudest Moment (Career highlight)/ up to now? 

Difficult to answer! I generally don't feel there's something particular I 
can be proud of. Every performance is a challenge and is important for 
me. Whether I am playing in a 2000 seat hall or in a living room, my 
aim is still the same: serving the composer's intentions and make the 
audience love his music. 

"Premiers" 

 In the same vein, I find premieres extremely rewarding: for an 
interpreter it's a huge responsibility, but also an honour and a proof of 
trust from a composer who relies on you for the first success of his piece. 

"Great Musician " 



Being a great pianist means first being a great musician. I don't have a 
ready-made recipe but maybe some tracks. At first a great pianist has to 
know his boundaries. I think it's a fundamental quality towards 
mastery. But also he needs intellectual vivacity and subtlety, a large 
cultural knowledge and needs to be very curious of everything and 
capable of self-questioning and self-correction. The list is not complete 
at all, but I think it's a good start. 

The biggest challenge you have overcome (in piano playing, 
composing or educating?) 

 Understanding that being a pianist is not only a matter of piano 
playing. When I was younger I had in mind a false image of what is a 
pianist, i.e. a man or woman only playing the piano. In fact, you're doing 
so many jobs at the same time that you have to be really multitask to be 
pianist : musicologist, researcher, psychologist, writer, manager, 
professor, administrator… Your work can take so many forms that I 
won't list them all. It's harassing, but I won't never complain about it: 
it's a fascinating work you never, never get bored of. 

Inspiration? 

Everything around me. Sounds of ordinary life, stories people tell me, 
relationship between people, paintings... But I love cuisine and wine. 
Cooking is very similar to interpreting music: you have to mold a raw 
material to make a dish which will make your guests happy : you need 
savoir-faire, interpretation of a recipe, personal taste and training like 
for music playing. So odours, colours of wine or cuisine, as well as their 
balance are always inspiring me. Of course, I read a lot about 
philosophy, music, or novels, and that's an inexhaustible source of 
inspiration. 
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