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‘Connecting’ 

“Nothing compares to the joy of actually connecting the notes you are 
playing directly to your heart. To play from your heart for others while 
actually feeling the physical connection of your fingers into the keys. 
Another way of saying this, is the joy of playing the piano in the 
moment. That kind of magic doesn't always happen but as Rubinstein 
once said "when it does happen, it is one of the great moments of our 
lives. Image (left) - Paul Bisaccia. 

“The grand manner’ 



 “If you look at my discography it is heavy on Chopin, Liszt, and also the 
complete solo piano music of George Gershwin. I think I've always been 
in love with the romantic tradition and playing in "the grand manner. 

Earliest memory (involving piano playing)? 

“I can remember the old upright piano in the parlour of  my great 
grandmother's farm house. I was four years old and fell in love with the 
piano immediately. It was then that I knew I was born to play the piano. 
Incidentally this type of "love at first sight” experience with an 
instrument is not unusual for successful musicians. 

“When I was seven  I heard Andre Watts play the Liszt 1st Piano 
Concerto with Leonard Bernstein. My love of Liszt started then and I 
played the recording of that concerto over and over. I even brought the 
album to my school for “show and tell.” I was crazy about Liszt at that 
young age. 

Career highlight up to present day? 

“Certainly my two television specials for PBS and the new one I’m 
working on right now.  Selected as the “Alumnus of the Year” by the 
Hartt School at the University of Hartford and the proclamation by the 
Governor for  “Paul Bisaccia Day” in the State of CT. It was also a 
great honour to perform Rhapsody in Blue in inauguration ceremonies 
for the new theatre on the site of  Aeolian Hall in New York, where 
Gershwin himself first performed his legendary  masterpiece. 

Important qualities in a great pianist? 

“Just look at the pianists who are my heroes. Arthur Rubinstein, 
Vladimir Horowitz, Claudio Arrau, Miecislaw Horzowski in his old age. 
It would take a whole book to discuss the marvellous qualities of these 
giants in piano playing... 

The challenge of ‘memory’ 

“For me the most time consuming part of giving concerts is the memory 
work. If you have a large repertoire, it is always "when do I have time to 
put this music back in my memory!" 

"A magical evening which just got better and better... completely 
passionate in his performance." The Barrie Examiner Ontario 
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