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In memory of Terence Judd – (3 October 1957 – Dec 1979) 

 What did winning the Terence Judd Award mean to you? 

“It was a great honour, as so many of the past recipients (including 
Stephen Hough, Nikolai Lugansky and Benedetto Lupo) are such 
wonderful pianists. Winning the award has also provided me with some 
fantastic performance opportunities, most notably three concerts with 
the Hallé orchestra this month. 

In your opinion, what were Judd’s greatest qualities? 

“I’ve heard various recordings and have always been impressed by his 
playing – there is a fearlessness which is so captivating, but also 
tremendous conviction and emotional maturity, particularly impressive 
for such a young pianist.  

“His death was such a loss to the music world – I have spoken about 
him to some of his contemporaries such as Barry Douglas and Michael 
Collins, who hold him in the highest regard. It was very fitting that his 
sister Diana was in Manchester at the competition finals and I was glad 
to be able to talk to her about Terence. 

 What motivates you to play piano? 

 ”The opportunity to explore so much amazing repertoire, to collaborate 
with other musicians whether it be orchestras, conductors or chamber 
music partners, and to communicate my love of music to audiences. 

 Earliest memory involving piano playing? 

 ”I remember struggling through the first movement of Mozart’s C major 
Sonata K.545 at a snail’s pace on an electric keyboard (not long after I 
started playing) and being totally fascinated and delighted by the whole 
experience. 

 Proudest Moment (Career highlight)? 

“I feel I’m just at the beginning of my career, so hopefully the time for 
retrospectives is a long way off at present! 



Qualities in a great pianist? 

“There are many diverse qualities that can make a pianist great and I 
admire them all – personally I’m most impressed by pianists who can 
draw you into their own distinctive sound world so that during the 
performance you become totally enraptured and convinced by their 
realisation of the work.” 

 ”…Instantly engaging…” – The Times 

 www.michaelmchale.com 

	  


