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What motivates you to play Piano? 

 The joys and pleasures of interpreting the music of the great masters as 
well as discovering and playing works of my contemporaries. 

Favourite work/composer /why? 

My answer to this would change every minute.  To name a few of my 
favourite piano compositions: Copland’s Piano Sonata and Variations; 
Stravinsky’s Serenade in A, Debussy’s Etudes, Chopin’s 24 Preludes, 
Schumann’s Davidsbundertänze, anything by Mompou and Albeniz, and 
George Perle’s Inventions and Etudes.  

Earliest memory? 

Listening to Billy Joel’s Piano Man at the age of 4 sparked my great 
interest in the piano.  I then started studying violin because I was too 
small to play piano. My heart, however, was with the piano all along and 
at 6 I switched to piano.  I remember studying pieces that Mozart wrote 
at the age of 6 as my first pieces.  

Most important qualities in a great pianist? 

Obviously the fundamentals have to be there--beautiful sound, great 
rhythm and timing.  The ability to be faithful to the printed score while 
recreating the text with a personal, fresh and unique take on the 
music.  The great pianists that I’ve seen recently in public--Radu Lupu, 
Murray Perahia, Martha Argerich, and Richard Goode, have an ability to 
convince the listener of the composer’s intentions while creating sheer 
magic in the halls.  Another wonderful thing about a great pianist who 
has sustained a long career is his/her ability to constantly rework and 
rethink their interpretations.  Upon hearing Radu Lupu’s Schubert B-
flat in Carnegie Hall, I was struck by how different his playing of the 
piece is now as opposed to his studio recording from the 1980s.  Both 
are sublime--yet completely different.  A true artist never plays the same 
way twice.  

Proudest moment? 

Playing for and spending sometime with the late American composer 
George Perle.  I first played for him and his lovely wife, Shirley, back in 
2003.  A friendship and a mentorship developed, and I was lucky to 
have been able to be connected with one of our most distinguished 
composers.  I proceeded to play on his 90th birthday concert at 



Princeton and on his Memorial concert this past June.  Playing on 
George Perle's memorial concert at Merkin Hall alongside giants such as 
Leon Fleisher, Seymour Lipkin, and Fred Sherry.  Being the youngest 
performing, I was honored to share the stage with such luminaries in 
honor of one of our greatest composers. His widow and I often spend 
afternoons reading four hand music and drinking tea. 

 “polished and committed”  - New York Times 
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