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 ‘The way the music is performed’ 

 A great pianist is one who successfully communicates with their 
audience. Although technique is essential, for many pianists it seems to 
be the most important element in piano playing, when in fact, it's the 
way the music is performed and how it communicates with the listener 
that is crucial. Musicianship, sound quality and musical line are so 
important in piano playing. 

 ‘Songs are so intimate’ 

I love music and that really was my reason for wanting to play in the 
first place. The piano is a great medium for self-expression and emotion, 
and I think this inspired me too. I particularly love songs and really 
enjoy accompanying singers. Songs are so intimate; they are snapshots 
of human emotion. 

Greatest career moment? 

I believe I have yet to have it! I loved recording my CD Liebestraume at 
the Wigmore Hall and really enjoyed playing at the International Liszt 
Festival in Hamilton, Ontario in 1997/98. 

Influences… 

I was fortunate in meeting Vladimir Askenazy when I was 20. He was an 
inspiration, such a wonderful musician and he gave me some good 
advice about piano playing and the life of a concert artist. I have been 
influenced by many pianists; Martha Argerich, Evgeny Kissin, Maria 
Joao Pires, Glenn Gould and John Lill to name but a few.  

 
 



Can you tell us more about your book? Why you decided to 
write it? 

  

I had been wanting to write a book for a while but had never really 
found the time to do it - I was always busy playing and travelling. Then 
in 2010 I was diagnosed with breast cancer and had to give up 
concertizing. Luckily, the cancer was caught early and I am very well 
now. However, I had so much time on my hands during treatments that 
I just sat down one day and started to write. The book only took me 3 
months to finish but the necessary research and proof reading has taken 
ages! 

 The book is called, So you want to play the piano? It is a beginner's 
guide and is quite unique. It looks at all the necessary elements that 
need to be considered before piano lessons begin. So I discuss the most 
suitable type of piano to buy or rent, what qualities to look out for in a 
piano teacher, I examine the differences in piano books/methods and 
look at various exam boards. I have taught the piano since I was 15 and I 
have always been very upset by the lack of regulation in private piano 
teaching - so many pupils are affected by substandard teaching. So it is 
my mission to help students begin their musical journeys in the best 
possible way - hopefully my book gives them the knowledge to do so. 

 So you want to play the piano? will be available at the end of June, as an 
eBook on Amazon for Kindle and all other electronic readers. I am also 
hoping to do a hard copy run too later in the year. 

How beneficial do you think exams are to learners? 

I like the idea of music exams. They give a student something to work 
for; essentially they provide motivation to practice and the opportunity 
to perform. I think if they are viewed in this way then they are very 
positive and helpful. I think they become detrimental when they are the 
only things a young pianist works at - they should form only part of a 
complete music education. I do promote the idea of exams to students 
and most benefit from taking them. Parents are also keen for their 
children to take exams as an indication of level and progress. 

Your future plans as a pianist/author? 

I am really hoping my book is a success and I'm so looking forward to 
promoting it next month - I am already planning to write another book! 

I'm getting back to piano playing slowly - mainly accompanying singers. 

I have also just started a piano group called the Saturday Piano 
Salon. I run this with piano teacher, Lorraine Liyanage. The Piano 



Salon gives amateur, semi - pro and professional pianists the chance to 
meet, perform for each other in a relaxed atmosphere, have their 
performance video recorded and enjoy wine and chat too! Our first 
event was held at Steinway Hall earlier this month and was a great 
success - we were oversubscribed actually! We have another planned for 
July (http://londonpianosalon.wordpress.com/). 

 I am also undertaking a PhD at Royal Holloway, London 
University, which I am looking forward to starting and I adjudicate for 
the British and International Federation of Music Festivals too. For 
more information on my activities have a look at my blog site; 
www.classicalmel.wordpress.com. 
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