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“I have loved the sound of the piano since the age of four. I grew up 
in Philadelphia and was fortunate to hear the Philadelphia 
Orchestra perform almost every week from the age of seven 
through seventeen. That wonderful orchestral sound has been a 
life-long inspiration. 

“Orchestral” 

“I try to make the piano sound both orchestral as well as vocal. Making 
the piano “sing” and producing a genuinely lyrical sound with legato is 
perhaps the most difficult aspect of playing the piano, but this is the 
primary reason why I love to play the piano.” 

Favourite Composer? 

“My favourite composer has always been Robert Schumann. I also adore 
Mozart, Mendelssohn, and Chopin. But actually, my favourite music is 
whatever I am playing at the moment.” 

“Unique sound” 

“Great artistry begins with a unique sound. Sound is the most important 
musical element for me. 

“That is followed by the ability to directly communicate what you 
feel about a piece of music to your audience. In order to do so, it is 
vitally important to immerse yourself into the composer’s world 
and life – therefore, knowing the biographical information of the 
composer whose works you are playing is very important. I often 
read letters that the composer wrote. 

“Next, playing with conviction and feeling that the music is the 
most important thing in the world makes the difference between a 
compelling performance and a routine one. 

“Technique is important, but it is only the means to a much greater 
end.” 

Artymiw displays piano poetry worthy of envy 

Artymiw’s recital began with Mozart’s “Pöbel” Variations, and she 



played them incredibly well, with all sorts of lyric grace and felicity 
in phrasing and nuances. Her Schumann (Davidsbundlertänze) 
was a victory, full of warmth, lyricism, and romantic phrasing. But 
her Chopin was even finer. Her performances of the Fourth 
Scherzo and the Introduction and Rondo were beautifully 
achieved, something many of her seniors might well envy. 

-Chicago Sun Times 
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