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What motivates you to play Piano? 

Firstly, it is the chance to study great pieces of music and 
to  discover  the composers inner thoughts and  their musical 
inspiration and language. I also love the feeling of being on the stage 
communicating with the audience through the music. Being a pianist is 
a rather lonely job and therefore the interaction with my listeners is 
something that rewards me for all those hours of dedicated work one 
does while preparing for concerts. 

I have several influences in my life. I come from musical background  - 
both my father and uncle were performing musicians. Probably one of 
the biggest and most important moments that shaped my future life was 
when I was four years old. I attended a recital in Prague by Lazar 
Berman. The hall was sold out and the promoters put a few rows of seats 
on the stage. I sat in the first row directly in front of the piano and got 
completely immersed in Berman' s playing and his personality. From 
then on, I always wanted to be a concert pianist and Lazar Berman 
became my musical hero. 

Earliest memory? 

I remember well my first ever performance, which took place about half 
a year after I started learning to play. I played in a concert of students of 
the piano class and shortly before this, I happened to see a video of 
Horowitz's live concert. He sat down at the piano, wiped the keys with 
his white handkerchief and played. Because several other students 



played before me and had sweaty hands, I also used my handkerchief to 
clean the keyboard before commencing my playing. 

 
 

Proudest Moment ? 

I would not want to call them proud moments, but several highlights 
remain very important to me- my CD recordings, especially the Brahms 
and both Liszt CD's and several recitals at the Wigmore Hall and 
Prague's Rudolfinum Hall. However, every new venue, every concert 
and meeting with friendly and interesting people leaves with me an 
impression and a fond memory that one could consider a highlight. 

In your opinion, what are the most important qualities in a 
great pianist? 

 Communication with the audience through music, humanity, 
inspiration and also personal contact . Also the ability to create 
atmosphere during the concert and being able to take the listeners on a 
'musical journey' full of colours, nuances, dynamic range and tone 
shading. 

Playing the piano is in a sense challenge in itself. It is a challenge to 
walk on stage to perform for 50 or 2000 people or study complicated 



piece of music. There are thousands challenges one has to deal with 
daily, but I do enjoy being challenged as this tests me as an artist and 
human being. Once the piano playing stops challenging me, I think that 
that will be the time for me to consider looking elsewhere and changing 
my career. 

But above all, the technique and passion of Novacek were at home in 
Mussorgsky’s difficult work entitled “Pictures at an Exhibition”. 
Showing a prodigious dynamic range, a torrential flow of colours and 
varied tempi, the Czech pianist rendered a lively and colourful 
interpretation of the work, climbing to a final apotheosis which only 
the greatest pianists can achieve. One of them, Novacek - Ramón 
Avello – El Comercio 
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