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"Expression"  

“Motivation began years ago with just a basic love for the way the 
instrument sounded.  It grew to excitement when hard pieces would be 
accomplished, and now I am motivated by the expression of the piano. 

“These days I am now involved in a lot of composition – both for my 
own albums as well as film scores and I find a lot of satisfaction in the 
creative process. 

 “I involve the piano as much as possible in my music.  I love the way a 
piano sounds with an orchestra with its thunderous bass and cut-
through treble notes.  What can I say? It’s a beautiful sounding 
instrument that inspires much creativity. 

Favourite work/composer /why? 

"It’s a tossup between Beethoven and Rachmaninoff.  Wait, add Chopin 
and Debussy.  Then Saint-Seans and Liszt.  I can’t decide. Why?  The 
first two for their thunder and passion.  The second two for their beauty 
and dance-like movements on the piano. And the latter for their 
memorable melodies and beautiful arrangements. 

“My earliest memory involving piano playing was when I was about 3 
years old, and had a toy piano.  I received it for Christmas that year and 
was very excited.  I would put it next to my mother’s upright piano and 
pretend to play my own tunes whenever she would practice. 

Career highlight? 

"Classical performance highlight – when I performed the MacDowell 
Piano Concerto No. 2 with the Salt Lake City Murray Symphony. 



"Compositional performance highlight – doing a concert at Benaroya 
Hall in Seattle with Jace Vek, an Emmy award winning concert 
pianist/composer whom I had admired for years before getting the 
chance to meet and perform with.  It was a bit surreal for me. 

“Mixture” 

“A great pianist needs mixture of a few different things:  Great 
technique, great emotional connection to the music that one is 
performing, and the ability to connect with one’s audience. 

The biggest challenge overcome in piano playing 

“Stage fright.  It doesn’t matter how many times I’ve performed or will 
be performing, I always battle the jitters right before the concert.  But 
once I get through my first piece, I seem to be fine.  So I suppose you 
could say I am still working to overcome this. 

“I have my little pre-concert routines and things that I do that help 
(such as practicing, rehearsing my opening welcome to audience, 
remembering that people are there because they want to hear me play, 
making sure that I get to rehearse on stage before the concert so that I 
can visualize where things are and will be during my performance, and 
of course, LOTS of prayer), but the nerves are still there. 

“In a way, having nerves is a good thing because you can turn that 
adrenaline in your favor and make it work for you in your performance." 

"Pianist Jennifer Thomas has what it takes. Her exceptional debut 
album ranges from the classics to the cinematic, and all played with 
intelligence, sensitivity and passion rarely heard in the New Age 
category. Bravo Jennifer, I'll be watching out for what you record 
next..." - Michael Hoppe, GRAMMY Award nominated composer.  
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