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“Mind  Body and Soul” 

“For me, playing the piano is an activity which involves the entire body, 
mind and soul.  The study of music is a lifetime pursuit which constantly 
challenges us to reach for ever-higher planes of emotional expression, as 
well as ever-greater refinement of physical technique.  It allows us to 
connect not only with our audience, but with the emotional and 
intellectual world of the composers whose works I perform.     

 “Phases” 

“Choosing a single favourite composer is difficult, and I tend to go 
through phases where I immerse myself in the music of an individual 
composer for a period of time.  That being said, I stand in complete awe, 
like countless musicians, of the works of J.S. Bach.  The perfect pairing 
of contrapuntal perfection with the most profound emotional 
expressions is truly magical. 

Earliest memory involving piano playing? 

“I recall with great vividness the first time I heard many of the great 
works of the piano literature.  In particular, the Chopin Etudes come to 
mind.  I was absolutely stunned by the technical ability of the pianist- I 
hadn't even dreamed such things could be possible on the piano- and 
was amazed by the emotional power of the works as well. 

Highlight 

 “I've had many concert performances which were very special to me in 
one way or another.  I recently gave a performance for the "Elbe Day" 
festival in Germany, which celebrates the meeting of Soviet and U.S. 
troops there at the end of World War II, and performed a program of 
Russian and American works from around 1945.  I had a chance to meet 
several of the soldiers present at that historic occasion, and being 
connected to that history was especially meaningful. 

“Musicians” 

“Many of the musical skills essential in piano training in the past are 
now being thrown by the wayside in pursuit of pure technical 
perfection.  

“I believe firmly that pianists must devote great attention to their 
development as well-rounded musicians, and this means more 



emphasis on improvisation, sight-reading, transposition, harmonic 
progressions and sequences at the keyboard, and the like.  

“These skills are still alive and well in the organ community, but far too 
many accomplished pianists have no training or fluency in these skills. 

“Students should become familiar with as much great repertoire- solo, 
chamber, and orchestral- as they possibly can.  One cannot possibly 
expect to perform music in a stylistically correct manner until one has 
developed a general familiarity with many works in the given style.  

The biggest challenge you have overcome (in piano playing) 

"Growing up in a rural area, I was not fortunate enough to have had the 
best training as a beginner.  I've had to work very hard on my own to 
develop a suitable technique, but this has also forced me to think 
carefully about the approaches that work best for me.  This 
independence has, I believe, served me well in the long run." 

"A piano concert of a completely special sort... absolutely an exquisite 
experience." 

-Leipziger Volkszeitung, Germany 
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