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Motivation 

My motivation changes. sometimes it's the music (I want to share some 
piece that's had me grooving for months), sometimes the audience (I 
have an urge to please gracious and curious audiences especially), 
sometimes the excitement over introducing a new concept (like my 
current project Hearing Colour, Seeing Sound which pairs Scriabin's 24 
Preludes with the artwork of Kandinsky).  

Favourite work/composer /why? 

probably Rachmaninoff. The "language" just innately makes sense to 
me. Perfect balance of intellect and passion, the most thoughtful 
emotionalism. Sometimes I'll be learning a piece of his (or another late 
romantic piece, especially by Russian composers) and I'll instinctively 
do some inflection and look up to find that it's actually in the score. 

Earliest memory involving piano playing? 

 There are pictures of me as a youngster on a toy piano but I don't really 
remember those days. I started with official lessons very late at age 8. I 
remember being taught out of those dreadful John Thompson books in 
the beginning. I remember taking the books home and learning the 
entire book in hopes that my teacher would allow me to move on. No 
such luck. I also remember when this one particular teacher was 
correcting me in something he accidentally spit a piece of apple and it 
landed between my pinky and ring finger of my left hand. I was too 
embarrassed to remove it so it stayed there the entire lesson! Grosses 
me out now to think about it. 

Proudest moment (Career highlight)? 

Corigliano Piano Concerto with the Dallas Symphony. 

In your opinion, what are the most important qualities in a 
great pianist? 

authenticity. Not in terms of religiousness to the score but finding the 
authentic balance of relaying the ideas of composers and illuminating 
one's thoughts and ideas as an artist at the same time. When I go to a 
concert I go to see the artist and what she is going to do, to add, to 
illuminate to me as the listener and the VIEWER! 

The biggest challenge - "Demons" 



I have my issues with the "demons" that come to psych me out. They say 
things like "you don't really know this part..." or "Uh-Oh here comes 
Var.15"... or "That guy in the front row is probably the critic." After 
having a two year-old son, my practice time has diminished therefore 
the time that I do have at the piano is mostly about efficiency and not so 
much about luxuriating in the music. Let's just say that can be a recipe 
for more demons! You need time to live with the music well after you've 
learned it. I'm looking forward to getting back to that some day 
soon...hopefully! 

“A clear, powerful pianist with a magnetic personality…worth seeing any 
time.” 

The Washington Post 

http://www.myspace.com/jadesimmonspianist & http://www.jademedi
a.org/	  


