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"The following pianists have inspired me during the years of my studies: 
"Of those whom I heard on the stage I'd like to name first of all Radu 
Lupu. Judging by records, it was Rachmaninoff, Sofronitsky, and 
Lipatti. As to esthetics, I feel most close to Vladimir Horowitz" 

Favourite composers? 

Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin 



Earliest memory? 

I began my musical life at age three, when I first encountered a piano. I 
loved it so much that I felt that this instrument would be the most 
important thing in my life.  

At the age of 5 I began composing on the piano. My father started 
recording my little miniature compositions on the poor stereo device. I 
didn’t have any training when I was a little boy. All I could do was to sit 
at the piano, start improvising and composing pieces. I remember those 
days very well and how addictive it became for me: every time I would 
see a piano I wanted to play.  

We didn’t have a piano at home, so my mother went to Moscow to buy 
an upright piano for me. I was the happiest kid on the planet when the 
piano was delivered.  

I entered school at the age of 7. I loved sight-reading Chopin Nocturnes 
and Haydn Sonatas so much, that I would give house concerts for my 
neighbors. 

The building my family lived in was built during the post soviet-union 
time: 8 floor buildings, tinny walls, so you can hear voices trough them. 
It was awful to live there, but I loved it at the time because everyone 
could hear my music in the building. I even remember drawing 
entrance-tickets for my neighbors to attend my “house concert”.I would 
knock on their doors just one hour before my “performance” to hand 
them an invitation for my concerts. They loved it, and I loved it too. 

Especially I remember the Russian family living across my flat, they 
were my favorites, because they would never miss my playing. And 
again, I don’t know where it all came from, considering that I didn’t 
have any musician in my family or in past generations. 

Tips for young students? 

Nowadays it's incredibly hard to embark on a profession or career from 
a very young age. If a young musician has strong passion and talent, 
they should throw themselves into it, with all their energy, commitment 
and dedication!  

It's important not to give up at the first hurdle and to overcome any 
frustrations or difficulties. There will be some barriers I can tell you 
that, but just keep going, never surrender and keep your faith. I really 
believe that if you are doing what you truly love, you'll find your way! 

What makes a great pianist? 

Sincerity is an openness of heart; we find it in very few artists; what we 



usually see is only an artful dissimulation to win the confidence of 
others. 

Sincerity is the key that can open the door through which you will see 
your separate parts, and you will see something quite new.  

And last but not least: Charismatic individuals being remarkably skilled 
communicators who can often be quite exquisite with their almost 
magnetic artistry. All the rest is a technical stuff – we all know that!" 

He is a first class pianist, who meets the demands of his performances 
with aplomb. He possesses both transcendental technique and depth of 
musical thinking. His European concerts have already won 
accolades."Die Zeit"; Schan, Liechtenstein; 29 March 2005 
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