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Playing Piano has always been fascinating to me. There was always a 
piano at home, and my father is a professional musician, (singer, choral 
conductor). He was the main influence behind it. Now, I just play it 
because its my way of life. Music is like oxygen to my blood. Music is the 
centre of my soul.  In my early years it was my father that influenced me 
the most. In my years as a student in higher education was my great 
teacher, Nina Svetlanova in Manhattan School of Music. 

For many years I greatly admired the Russian school of piano playing. 
That includes Sviatoslav Richter, Emil Gilels, and many others. They all 
studied with a legendary pianist and pedagogue Heinrich Neuhaus. 
Nina Svetlanova studied with him.  When I entered in her class, I had to 
change my approach to the piano. Sound was very important to her, as 
well as "timing". So my technique and music concept totally changed 
after the years I spent in her studio, and today I am very grateful for 
having had the opportunity to have been her pupil.  Earliest 
memory...  I was 3 or 4 years old and I would play by ear at home. I 
always had a very good musical ear. 

Proudest moment? 

It was an invitation to play in Russia Rachmaninof 2nd piano concerto. I 
was playing Russian music for Russians and in the city where 
Rachmaninof was born, (Novgorod). Besides it was a festival of Russian 
composers.  The biggest challenge overcome   Fear to play in 
public. I no longer fear the stage like I use to. We all get a little nervous 
before going before an audience, but it has to be use to our advantage. 

The most important qualities in a great pianist its to have a great sound. 
Of course not only sound its important, the ability to make music alive 
and interesting to people. Also to understand the message in this case 
the music. A great pianist ought to have imagination to say the story as 
interesting as possible so that the listener become abducted by the 
performer. 

Teaching and Learning   I guess you never stop learning. And I found 
that when I teach and help others, I get better. I learn from what I teach. 
So whenever I get a student that has the problems I remember I went 
through, I am happy to help because good comes right back into my 
playing. its a great thing to teach. I enjoy it tremendously. I have many 
students and some of them are now in college. I did teach college level 
as well. 
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