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“The great solo and piano chamber works continue to be, and hopefully 
will remain my biggest daily motivators to keep practicing, no matter 
what is on the career-calendar. 

As I age I continue to explore, learn, and champion the new piano 
repertoire... 

'Impossibly perfect' 

And at the same time, the sonatas of Beethoven become even more 
astonishing, more evolved, more impossibly perfect - and not only as 
individual works, but as a complete artistic journey of genius. As my 
London mentor, Benjamin Kaplan once said “There is not a note out of 
place.”  

My first memory involving piano playing is my first school recital and 
the painful wait in the ”line-up” before playing. Believe me, it didn’t feel 
at all like “play”. 

Proud moments and ‘purpose’ 

Those times on stage when I am at one with purpose are my proudest 
moments. 

These precious seconds and minutes are always the highlights of my 
career. They represent that rare synthesis of mission and 
communication. I am then given in return my best hope that the 
composer’s work is satisfied by the intention’s manifestation. 

LONG-TERM commitment, which assumes deep love for the work at 
hand, dedicated discipline, and constant re-evaluation of technical 
processes is the most important qualities in a great pianist. 

The biggest challenge overcome in piano playing... 

Publicly--, stage fright, although “have overcome” doesn’t quite hit the 
nail on the head. “Working on” fits better. 

Privately--, staying power. And reminding myself never to quit 5 
minutes before the next miracle happens, the miracle being the 
repertoire itself.” 

"Elizabeth Wolff's evening of Beethoven, Rachmaninoff and Schubert 
at the 92nd Street Y introduced a pianistic personality that went 



beyond the ordinary. Miss Wolff knows how to find the dominant 
strand in the densest of musical fabrics and direct our attention to it." 
The New York Times. 

www.elizabethwolff.com.	  


