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What motivates you to play Piano/ What does music mean to 
you? 

Music is my life and means everything to me.  It is my great passion and 
heart's blood and I love sharing my music with an audience.  Favourite 
work/composer /why? 

Rachmaninov and Liszt, but love so many of the great romantic works.  I 
love a beautiful melody.  Earliest memory involving piano 
playing? 

From a tiny child the piano has been everything to me.  Can't really 
remember not playing the piano.  In your opinion, what are the 
most important qualities in a great pianist? 

Strength, emotional, spiritually, technique  The biggest challenge 
you have overcome (in piano playing) 

Rachmaninoff Third Piano Concerto  and Islamey by Balakirev   

Who or what inspired you most in Piano Playing? 

Rubenstein, Horowitz, my teachers but particularly the Russian school 
of piano playing.  On your site, it states that your life has taken 
some  of the most ‘improbable turns imaginable’ what have 
these turns taught you about life? And how have they shaped 
the course of your career as a pianist? 

Marrying Gillian saved my life and turned it right around.  I am so 
blessed with all the love I have received since marrying Gillian and the 
great friends who have supported me and enabled me to play my best. 

Through Gillian's (David Helfgott's wife) eyes: 

 Both you and David know each other extremely well. How 
would you describe David? 

He is an adorable human being, an extremely brilliant musician, a 
loving friend, great sense of humour, completely non-judgemental 
(which is  very rare), very noisy (radios going all the time) but life is 
never dull with him.   

What attracted you to each other? 

It was the perfect time astrologically for us to meet and to be 
together.  We just knew we were meant to be together and David asked 



me to marry him the second time we met.  Do both of you share the 
same taste and philosophy in music? 

Philosophy is closet to our interests than music as I also love jazz, Frank 
Sinatra and Ella Fitzgerald etc. etc. 

Helfgott is admittedly a performer of some precious 
genius. The most striking aspect of his playing lies in his 
appreciation of atmosphere, which, at times, can be quite 
a mesmerizing affair. 

Tan Shze Ee in the Straits Times (Singapore) 
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