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‘Calling’ 

Playing the piano is my vocation.  It's not only how I earn my living, but 
it really feels like a calling, almost like it has chosen me as much as I 
have chosen it. 

Influence… 

I've had a few people who have really influenced me, and it's hard to 
choose.  One of the most important people in my life was Maria 
Curcio.  I studied with her in London for a few years.  The experience 
was a bit like a martial artist's training - highly technical and spiritual at 
the same time. 

Earliest memory 

I remember learning to play Swans on the Lake from John Thompson's 
beginner's piano book.  I must have been seven years old and I thought 
it was the most beautiful piece of music! 



 

Proudest career moment… 

The day my recording of Bach's Goldberg Variations was released.  It 
was a surreal day, completely out of a dream.  Everyone should have a 
day like that, where everything goes beyond your wildest expectations. 

Every great pianist has her own voice and sound.  I spent a lot of time 
listening to old recordings, and back in the '40's and '50's in particular, 
pianists had distinctively different approaches to touch and sound.  And 
these approaches were their means to reaching their vision of the 
music.  It's all about being personal and being true to what the music is 
telling you. 

The biggest challenge overcome … 

There are so many that I am still in the process of overcoming!  I really 
couldn't begin to talk about it. 

Can you tell me more about your dream to play with Renée 
Fleming? 

I adore her sound, her breath control.  It would be such an incredible 
experience to try to make the piano match her voice.  She is an 
inspiration to me. 

"lean, knowing, and unpretentious elegance" 

- The New Yorker 
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