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MINIATURE  2011 

365 days 53 compositions 17 four hands piano 36 solo piano 207 
minutes of music (3 hours and 27 minutes) 

‘Undertaking a challenge’ 

 Miniature 2011 is a piano composition project, a collection of 53 
piano pieces for solo and four hands piano that I punctually wrote 
during 2011. I have shared it free on my website as a score and mp3. 

I started composing and posting my piano miniatures on January 1st 
2011. The project  was completed on December 31st - never missing 
a single appointment,  I wrote about 3 ½ hours of music. 

I really enjoyed the spontaneous contribution made by Italian 



artist Giorgio Gristina who assiduously helped me in creating 
53 drawings or "figured transcriptions" as he called them -  one for each 
composition. I also enjoyed the significant contribution made by Dutch 
composer, Douwe Eisenga who processed each mp3 using specific 
software with remarkable results. 

The idea of the project was born from a need to undertake a challenge 
that certainly wasn’t easy for me. At the same time, I wanted to share 
my progress, so the idea of publishing my work in real time on my 
website and other social networks was important.  

 ‘As many pianists as possible’  My greatest desire is that my 
miniatures can be performed by as many pianists as possible. Whoever 
wants to try it for themselves in the privacy of their homes or in a 
concert hall, they are welcome to do so. My real goal is to reach the 
hearts of those who perform and those who listen.  

In 2012, a book will be released in Italy on Miniature 2011 in the form of 
a long interview with Giorgio Gristina's images. This book will also 
include a CD with a selection of miniatures. There is also some 
possibility of an English version, although nothing is decided for sure 
yet. 

By 2013, I hope that at least one complete performance of the project 
will have taken place in a concert-marathon. I realize that it will never 
be a conventional concert due to the length of the project. Because of 
this, the location may not necessarily be a concert hall, but an 
alternative space (art galleries, bookstores, factories, railway stations, 
airports, music schools, etc.). The audience can listen but at the same 
time move around, walk, drink, eat… Obviously there will be alternating 
pianists too. So, if  I may take the opportunity, I would like to call on 
those who have ideas and wish to make this happen  to be a part of it. 

  Studying with Eliodoro Sollima  I was 8 years old when I started 
to study music. At first, it was a game, as it should be for any child, but I 
also realized the universe that existed beyond the game.   

I live in symbiosis with the music. Music is my world, the universe 
where I did not choose to live, but which I belong to, and where it 
is natural for me to live. 

I had the good fortune and honour to study with one of the greatest 
composers of the twentieth century: Eliodoro Sollima. He is definitely 
the teacher from whom I learned the most -  even though my music 
today is very different from his masterpieces. 

Proudest career moment?   I remember the embarrassing length of 
a standing ovation at the premiere of  Visioni for piano and electronics. 



It was embarrassing because my shyness does not allow me to sustain 
passively the audience's enthusiasm when it translates into such a 
generous outpouring.  ‘Surprise and thrill’  A great composer is able 
to surprise and thrill. Indefatigable research and continuing 
development are among the most important qualities that a 
composer might have. Of course, composers need a good technique as 
well, which allows them to transfer their own emotions to the ears and 
hearts of their audience. 

What I would recommend primarily to young people who are intending 
to pursue a career as a composer is to listen to as much music as 
possible, by any composer, any genre. It is amazing how much you can 
learn just by listening.  In addition to this, they should follow their 
instincts and try at all costs not to sound like their idols. 

‘Beating the gloom’    The biggest challenge is probably the one that 
has just ended. The challenge of writing a new composition every week 
for a whole year! That was a hard commitment for me. 

My life and my thoughts have orbited around this and I have often 
feared it was all beyond my potential. But I have beaten the gloom, and I 
have to thank those who have devoutly followed my weekly pages, and 
those who have encouraged me with their constant presence.  

Concerts and publication...  It does not stop here. The composing 
phase is over but we expect initiatives, concerts and  publications. 

First of all, I would like to renew the invite for artists to contribute. 
You’re all welcome to take inspiration from any of my miniatures and 
post your own creations.It can be poem, song, drawing, performance, 
transcription, anything you want. Australian artist Derek Gifford, for 
example, gave me different kinds of contributions, all of them very 
interesting creations. They can be found through my Facebook page. 

In May '92 Francesco di Fiore was awarded absolute winner at the 
piano competition "Borgo Cortello" in Udine, Italy. In August 1993 he 
won the "XV Internationales Kammermusik Festival Austria 
Waldviertel" in Horn, Austria. His concert career started in 1986 
leading him to perform in the large Italian venues and also in other 
countries (Germany, Hungary, Czech Rep., Austria, United States, 
France, United Kingdom). 

Francesco Di Fiore is composer of numerous pieces for piano solo, 
piano and orchestra, chamber music, vocal music, electronic and stage 
music for the spoken theatre. His music is often performed in Italy and 
abroad, recently in Germany, Croatia, Spain, France, England, 
Finland and United States. 



www.francescodifiore.com 

Valeria Di Matteo is a Pianist and video artist, born in 
Catania (Italy). 

She graduated in piano at "Vincenzo Bellini" Conservatory of Music in 
Palermo (Italy). Particularly devoted to contemporary music she often 
performs premières. She does not compose music, but loves to think of 
visuals “as a way to compose in the service of music.”   

Enjoy Valeria Di Matteo's video "celebrating the end of the Miniature 
2011 project." 

Music by Francesco Di Fiore ("Icarus" from Miniature 2011), Pictures by 
Giorgio Gristina and Video byValeria Di Matteo. 

‘A tribute to the giant adventure Francesco took with music 
lovers’ 

by Valeria Di Matteo 

 
 
When Miniature 2011 was about to be concluded, I had the desire to 
leave my own contribution, taking Francesco Di Fiore's call to artists. 

Icarus, miniature n. 50, inspired and gave me the idea of a journey 
through all the compositions, a tribute to the giant adventure Francesco 
had undertaken with us, music lovers. 

Waiting till the very last one, n.53, I took all the drawings Italian artist 
Giorgio Gristina had created for each piece during the year and 
manipulated them as live locations of Icarus journey.I think Giorgio's 
artworks are alive, it just took me to animate single elements inside 
them. This, with his perspective and use of light, made the final result. 

Francesco composed the music, Giorgio made it visible and I tried to 
make it move. 

‘Strong breakthrough in the present music era’ 



I regularly collaborate with Francesco Di Fiore with my visuals. I love 
his music so I couldn't have missed a chance to give my own 
contribution to Miniature 2011. 

I think this project is amazing, it's a strong breakthrough in the present 
music era because it denies (without excluding it as a possibility) the 
necessity of the CD. 

Also it cancels the threat of piracy because it's freely shared with 
everyone, you can take the music, use it, manipulate it, you just have 
keep sharing it and show what you have done with it.I think it's a great 
act of love to music, musicians and music lovers and a way to overcome 
the worst side of music industry and its mediocrity.  

'Rich soils for creativity' 

There's nothing new in combining arts. I think artistic crossovers and 
arts combinations are still rich soils for creativity. Performing as a visual 
artist gives me often the opportunity to work with other artists and 
musicians. I can then experience creative energy flowing, joining minds 
and hearts. I think it’s the best food for human souls. 

http://vimeo.com/valeriadimatteo	  


