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‘Music of the masters’ 

“I am first and foremost a musician, devoted to bringing to life the music of 
the Masters. The piano just happens to be the vehicle through which this 
re-creative process takes place. It is also the ideal means to convey my 
thoughts and my emotions. I also relish the chance to perpetuate a 
tradition of classical music that is more important than ever, now that the 
world seems to have become so shallow.   

‘Influence’ 

My teachers have definitely been very strong influences. Mrs. Annamaria 



Pennella would be the first name to come to my mind. She is a great 
teacher from Napoli, Italy. A student of Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli and 
of Marguerite Long, she has truly changed my life, and given form and 
direction to my natural musical inclination. 

Another big influence is the great pianist Aldo Ciccolini, with whom I 
studied for two years. He is also a great teacher, but with him I learned in a 
non-traditional way, I'd say more by osmosis, observing him play and 
teach, and just talking to him about music.  

Earliest memory? 

I remember the day my parents brought me to my first piano teacher, when 
I was 4. I remember him putting me to the test through rhythm and ear 
exercises, and then delivering the verdict: I was fit to start piano lessons. I 
was very happy. 

My parents were very supportive, as they continued to be ever after, but 
they were also surprised. No one in my family, before or after, has ever 
played an instrument. I was struck by music, and the piano, through a 
television broadcast which I do not remember. It happened when I was 3. 
My mother tells me it was a piano concerto, and I stopped doing what I was 
doing, and listened without blinking and almost without breathing, for the 
next half hour. When it was over, I wanted to play. I kept asking for a 
piano, and my parents gave me a toy piano. When I taught myself a few 
songs, they decided they should ask the advise of an expert. One thing led 
to another and I started taking lessons. 

I also remember the first time I played for a live audience. It involved 
television, again, although just a small, local station. I was invited to 
perform for a live broadcast, and there was an audience in the studio, as 
well. It was exciting and I enjoyed it greatly. 

Proudest Moment 

I could say my Milan (Sala Verdi) debut, my Carnegie Hall debut, my Salle 
Pleyel debut, competition wins, etc. but in reality, my proudest moment is 
every time I realize I've touched someone with my playing. Every time my 
message gets to someone's heart. It can happen any time, anywhere, and it 
is the best feeling in the world. 

The most important quality in a great pianist? 

The same qualities that make any performer great: sincerity, integrity, 
intensity, desires to share on an intellectual and emotional level. I also 



think the sound, the tone, is the most important attribute, especially for 
pianists. We have to translate our own sound from piano to piano, 
contending with an enormous amount of variables, yet the greatest pianists 
have a very recognizable tone, no matter the hall or the piano.  

'Challenge' 

From childhood to adolescence, the sense of joy that playing gives can be 
disturbed, and at times overwhelmed by the realization of the 
responsibilities and the anxiety over fulfilling the expectations, both our 
own and those of others. 

For a while my playing was more about not disappointing than it was about 
leading the listeners into the universe pertinent to the work being 
performed. I hope to have overcome that, but it was a struggle as a 
teenager. 

"Antonio Pompa-Baldi had the listeners [of the Duszniki Chopin Festival] at his 
feet. The ease to overcome all difficulties, the technique always pure and 
flawless, and an emanation of certainty and joy of music making are 
characteristics of Antonio Pompa-Baldi's playing. With his emotional powers he 
communicates with the audience and gives them joy and pleasure." Ruch 
Muzyczny Warsaw, No. 18, 9/3/06 Elzbieta Szczepanska-Lange 

www.pompa-baldi.com 

	  


