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Motivation... 

“ I don’t know if I can use the word motivation when it comes to me and 
playing the piano.  It’s too weak of a word I think.  It’s more like a drive; 
a creative energy within me that just has to express itself! I tried many 
other career paths and actually many different instruments.  I kept 
returning to the keyboard.  It is such a ‘high’ for me to go through a 
Bach Prelude and Fugue or a Beethoven Sonata! I also get a lot of 
pleasure from ministering to the souls of others through music.  Playing 
in church to the glory of God is a very spiritual act of worship for me. 

 

Influences... 

Without question, my teacher for 10 years, Mary Zilinski had the 
greatest impact on me and my art.  We were the perfect teacher – 
student match.  Also, my two parents spoke my love language of ‘Words 
of Encouragement” fluently.  It seemed that there were quite a few 
positive factors lined up for my success as a musician. 

Earliest memory 

When I was 3 years old, a funky version of Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring 
would be played on the local radio station and I would pretend to play a 
giant multi-tiered organ.  I started lessons at age 5 and remember 
understanding harmony and chords right from the start.  Every week I 



could hardly wait to get home to practice! 

Proudest career moment? 

My proudest moment was receiving the Gold Medal of Excellence from 
Conservatory Canada (formerly Western est. 1891) in 2001 for the 
highest standing in Canada on my Associate Piano Examination.  An 
equally proud moment for me was seeing my first book of compositions 
(Spectrum – modern repertoire for the intermediate pianist) published 
and on the shelves of stores.  

Important qualities in a great pianist? 

A good solid memory!  Practice all of your pieces in your mind and 
without a keyboard to find those little parts that you are relying on just 
finger memory.  

As for tips: Don’t waste time getting discouraged. Get to the piano and 
practice faithfully. Take a day off once a week and recharge those 
creative batteries. Don’t compare yourselves to others.  You will find 
your niche.  Surround yourself with supportive friends and not just 
musician friends.  Be kind to your inner artist and nurture it. 

 The biggest challenge overcome 

My biggest challenge has been to avoid getting side tracked.  Set your 
goal, look neither to the left nor the right, stay focused, and work hard. 
A straight line is always the shortest path!  

Andrew Harbridge, ACCM, RMT recipient of Excellence from 
Conservatory Canada in 2001, is a pianist, organist, music director and 
teacher from Peterborough, Ontario Canada.  He is on the Board of 
Examiners with Conservatory Canada and a music festival adjudicator. 
Andrew is a published composer with many of his compositions for 
piano being enjoyed by pianist across the globe from India, Brazil, Great 
Britain, Australia, Russia and North America.  

“...not only do Andrew’s pieces possess raw appeal, they are 
pedagogically sound as well.” - Debra Wanless   Editor from Mayfair 
Music Publishers, Ontario 
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