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Motivation? 

The myriad intellectual, emotional, and technical challenges and 
discoveries it provides. The love of sound, and music in general.  

Playing the piano is a process of discovering / knowing ones self. 

Favourite work/composer /why? 

While I am known for Romantic era repertoire, and Schumann in 
particular, I always turn back to the staples, Bach, Beethoven, Chopin & 
Liszt.Especially exciting for us pianists are the Schumann & Chopin 
anniversaries for 2010 & after that, Liszt in 2011. 

Any obsessions? 

Debussy, can't seem to ever get away from the special swirls and colours 
he created for the piano and the impact/interactions of light, water, and 
movement on each other, within sound. 

 

Earliest memory involving piano playing? 

My family were not wealthy and I remember waiting for my mother to 
paint this old upright for me she had acquired for $50.00, before I could 
start playing and a memory later of playing the last piece in my 1st 
method (learning) book, the pics' in it and the excitement I felt at 
moving to the next book.   

I also remember my parents taking me to hear Van Cliburn playing at 
the Hollywood Bowl, the 1st real piano concert I attended, I was 
entranced. 

Proudest Moment (Career highlight)up to now? 

Of course winning the Artists International Competition & my Carnegie 
Hall Solo Recital Debut, but really, every time someone comes back 
stage after a performance to tell me how I helped them access their 
inner self by my performance.   

In your opinion, what are the most important qualities in a 
great pianist? 



Beauty of tone, variance of tone colour, understanding of pulse, 
charisma & an ability to connect with others through sound. But I think 
it's  humanity which is the most important quality in an artist . Without 
empathy, or the ability to consider others, the playing is empty, only 
notes; a great pianist knows technique serves the expressive elements 
which is what creates meaning in sound.  A truly great artist serves the 
art of music, searching out meaning in the composers works, and how it 
reflects the composes and artists' life experiences. We all know of 
pianists who seem to have a less formidable technique than others but 
who's playing speaks directly to the listener- we also know that is the 
highest level of technique, being able to express. 

The biggest challenge you have overcome (in piano playing) 

I had to support myself going through the conservatory, my parents 
weren't thrilled about me becoming an artist, and a pianist at that! But I 
did it and am happy I did. Being an artist is a great life, you just have to 
figure out how to do it.  

"Beverly Serra-Brooks' performances of these contemporary works for piano 
sparkle and shimmer with brilliance and energy. Her touch is commanding 
and intentful yet expansive and fluid, making for an exceptionally engaging 
album from the opening of Aaron Copland's Sonata 1941 to the last track, 
speaking to American politics. In every work, the album maintains a high level 
of drive and magnetism. This is certainly a noteworthy album delivered by a 
superb pianist." 

http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/serrabrooks2 

http://www.eroica.com/serra-brooks/artist.html 

http://mesmerproject.blogspot.com/2009/05/meet-beverly-serra-
brooks.html 

http://oregonmusicnews.com/blog/2010/04/02/introspective-side-
of-schoenberg-haydn-and-brahms-highlighted-in-piano-recording/	  


