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'Window' 

“There are many reasons I play piano of course, some of them change 
with time, or evolve. I would say that playing the piano has been since 
the first moment  a particular time where some kind of a window opens 
in my mind and life. 

“It's always hard to translate this sensation into words. But by playing, I 
forget myself , the ego-part  and  feel more real , more present , it's 
like  sharing love . Sharing a beautiful message from the music with the 
public.  

“To clarify a little, this is a little idea from me, inspired by a phrase from 
Leonard Bernstein: 

“A composer spends his life transcribing and revising notes that he 
heard suddenly and miraculously coming from the universe, from the 
harmony of the spheres, and in so doing, he creates a passage, an 
escape, perhaps an elevation. 

“The interpreter strives to be as a window through which this musical 
language may pass, the message of the music, which may seem to him to 
have come from a source greater than himself.  He tries ever to improve 
himself so that no asperity troubles the melodic flow, but may add 
embellishments from his own technique to further develop and enliven 
the work. 

Favourite work/composer /influences/ why? 

“For me Liszt is the one. The composer who has the biggest influence on 
me. Why? 

“Because of his music. He made a revolution and a bridge between 
romantism and the 20th century  and touched me so deeply ; for what 
he gave for the piano. Working on some Liszt  is always a way to learn 
technicality, timing , the intensity of an idea , the intensity of  your 
feelings , you capacity . And I always discover new things and some new 
challenges. 

"I feel an energy in his music , very positive , even in his darker 
moments, you feel something pushing you, a strength , like God's light 
in the hell.  It translates into my philosophy, go ahead - be in search of 
yourself. And you can find all you feel in his music in his life.  Liszt was 
always serving the music and the musician. He was a  hard worker and a 



discoverer with deep humanity and fraternity. 

'Precious' 

"After Liszt I would say Beethoven. He is very precious to me with 
Brahms, Debussy, Schubert and Rachmaninov. But it's impossible to 
make a final choice, there are so many works ... It depends sometimes 
on what I want to play or to learn! 

But, I need to feel some feelings and a message in  the music.  Not only 
an idea  or a beautiful sound. I need to feel more ... 

'Touching'  

“I began playing piano just after age of 6 . I have a memory of  me at this 
age , fascinated by the sensation of touching it, and the sound result , 
the need ,  the envy to continue playing more and more. 
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Career highlight up to present day? 

“The two tours I made in USA, in 2006 and 2008. 

“It was a discovery for me and I found a fantastic audience  - so 
enthusiastic and generous with an incredible energy, I lived some 
fantastic moments  in my recital . I also met a fantastic friend Robert 
Holm. A great pianist, who invited me to play several times.   



“I gave some master classes too, and it was so interesting for me, to 
teach American students, who have a different sensibility and music 
conception, it was a good challenge! “The most important qualities in a 
great pianist are to love  life and people.  To be curious, in music and art 
in general. 

"To always evolve and never say  "ok , now  I’m good, I can stop at this 
level , it will  be fine ... " This would be the beginning of the end! 

“A friend told me one time, you have a fantastic job, because playing in 
concert, is a pure act of love, with the audience. 

“We must keep this idea in mind. We play for the public, not only for 
our pleasure, or for art, but for people who need this - maybe to escape 
for a while by listening. There is always someone, who deeply needs to 
hear the music... 

Tchaikovsky – First concerto 

“Perhaps the biggest challenge for me to overcome in piano playing was 
the first concerto of Tchaikovsky.  It has always been a musical shock for 
me . And  Tchaikovsky was the first composer I listened  to in my 
childhood years , I listened  to Swan Lake during those days! 

“In another way, playing all the Chopin studies was a fantastic 
experience where I learned very much. 

“But, the biggest challenge is always the next one! 

Being 'real' 

“For me, music is a way to discover myself, because playing is for me the 
best way to be real, and sincere. By playing the piano, I’m building 
myself, I’m creating a new consciousness. The more you know yourself, 
the more you can have real good interconnection with the others!” 

www.axel-lenarduzzi.com	  


