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Pianist Arta Arnicane 

"Piano playing is a big part of my life and I just can’t imagine living 
without it. For me it is a way to think, a way to feel and express myself... 
I love music and the sound of the piano, I enjoy practice and feel on 
stage as if I am at home. Besides, it is such an interesting life! 

Influences 

Both of my parents are musicians, and mum, Nora Luse, was my first 
teacher. I am very grateful to her for teaching me to play the piano… At 
the age of 14, my practice and performance changed a lot as I started 
having lessons with Sergei Osokin – he opened a whole new world of 
piano playing to me. And now I am very lucky to study in Zürich under 
tutelage of Prof. Homero Francesch. He is a fantastic musician and I am 
learning from him as much as I could only be dreaming of! 

Earliest memory? 



My parents used to give duo recitals (bassoon and piano) at a very pretty 
chamber music hall in Riga, the Wagner’s Hall (building, in which 
Richard Wagner worked during his stay in Riga). And then, at the age of 
8, the moment had come for me and my sister Andra (violin) to take 
part. I remember walking on the stage and the only concern was not to 
smile: I had observed that musicians look very serious on the stage and 
wanted to do the same thing, but just couldn’t control myself and went 
into a wide smile… Actually, I see no reason why the performer 
shouldn’t smile at the audience. I do it all the time now! 

Career highlight up to present day? 

Winning the Sussex International Piano Competition last April 
certainly was a very special moment. It was my first First Prize at an 
important competition and I still feel the excitement of the results… I 
couldn’t believe it had happened to me at last and didn’t know that I 
would be awarded my next First Prize in just three weeks at the Baltic 
International Piano Competition, Poland. 

Challenge? 

Last year I performed Stravinsky concerto for piano and wind 
instruments in Riga; next morning I flew to Zürich where the same 
evening I had to play pieces by Mozart, Schubert and Chopin on two 
different fortepianos. During the brief rehearsal I discovered the 
keyboard of the Steinway Küchenflügel being incomplete for Chopin 
Nocturnes and I had only about a half an hour to re-arrange them. A bit 
of a contrast after Stravinsky’s music the previous night! 

This has been a very special year for me. I feel a remarkable progress in 
my piano playing and a great difference in preparation process as well 
as the feel on stage. The four awards I have received means not only 
success in competitions to me - it means I am changing and the 
audiences notice and approve of that… I think its so wonderful that you 
never stop learning! " 

 Her intense composure before each piece was magnetic, her smiling 
heartwarming, her interpretation revelatory. None more so on 
Sunday’s in Bartok’s colourful and entertaining Piano Concerto No 3 — 
a work new to Gibbons’ repertoire as well as to the experience of many 
in the audience- Worthing Herald, April 15th, 2010 -Voted Number 
One Pianist By Richard Amey. 
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