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What motivates you to play Piano?  

“Thinking about this question I have to think back some years to when I 
was 12 years old and first giving public performances. I have always felt 
‘driven’ to play the piano. No conscious decision was ever made to play. 
It is something I have always had to do and is something I regard as a 
privilege.” 

What is so dear to you about Chopin?  

“From my first introduction to Chopin’s music I felt quite differently 
about his compositions. The originality of his creative genius contained 
within the few hundred pages of his complete piano works - the 
harmonic boldness and rhythmic complexities of his Mazurkas, the 
exquisite lyricism and melodic beauty of his Nocturnes, his epic 
Grandes Etudes, the spirit and passion of his Polonaises – all bear 
testament to this great composer.  

“Through the voice of the piano Chopin created works of pure Art. “ 

Earliest memory involving piano playing?  

“As a child, enjoying the pianola my parents had at home – intrigued by 
the depression of the keys as the music rolls played.” 

The most important qualities in a good pianist? 

“ (Assuming all of the basic pianistic technical 
requirements…)   Someone who has that rare insight and ability to 
communicate the inner meaning of the music. On the subject of 
interpretation, perhaps I could quote Alan Walker, who said, “A great 
interpretation is never ‘applied’ from without; it always emerges from 
within.” 

The Ultimate aim of an interpreter? 

“Great music should surely ennoble the spirit, create a moving 
experience and provide a lasting impression to reflect upon after the 
final notes have been heard. To allow the composer to be revealed 
through the re-creation of his music must be the ultimate aim of an 



interpreter.” 

-  Notes on Interpreting Chopin (Article) by Angela Lear. 

“Angela Lear’s Chopin recitals were altogether exceptional for perfect 
interpretation and maximum faithfulness to Chopin’s intentions. They 
will stay forever in the memory. Chopin’s music is not just music to 
delight or charm the ear – but more than that, to enter into the spirit 
and touch the soul of the listener. It is poetry which expresses itself in 
sound as the poet expresses in words. 

- Le Matin 
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